80    FRANCE UNDER THE REPUBLIC

1881 there were but few secondary schools for
women;  in 1906 there were 41 lycees and 68
other institutions giving to women  a partial
secondary education.   The attendance has in-
cr^ased from 4,500 to 32,500.    In 1909 3,500
young women had matriculated in the universi-
ties of the land.1   Meanwhile it was recognised
that women would be efficient for the moral
teaching   of   boys.2    Numerous    schools   for
women were created to prepare an able corps
of primary teachers, and one was established at
Sevres to give the professors of secondary insti-
tutions for girls the high training which they
need.   In speaking of this institution we must
put away from our thought the peculiar educa-
tion  associated  with  normal  schools  in  this
country.   Sevres lacks only the classics to make
its work the best given to women anywhere*
Only candidates of great ability, recruited from
all parts of France, may be admitted into the
institution after the severest tests.   It is not a
common distinction to be a SSvrienne.

We must, perhaps, look to the realm of su-
perior education for the most marked advance.
Freed from the clerical interference which was
formerly a disturbing force at every point, it is

1 le Stick, March. 30,1909.

8 L'kducation morale dans I'univ&rsU^ 1901, p. 73,